Represent: Living as Sons and Daughters of God
Key Text: Romans 8
Romans 1-7: The Context
Paul spends the first seven chapters showing humanity's need for salvation.
¢ All have sinned and stand guilty before God.
o We arejustified by faith through Jesus.
e We are freed from slavery to sin.
e Yet we cannot live the Christian life through our own strength.
Romans 7 ends with a cry for deliverance.

Romans 8 answers with the good news: Jesus has saved us, the Spirit empowers us, and God
secures us.

1. Represent from Acceptance, Not Condemnation

Romans 8:1

"There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."

Before we represent Christ, we must know who we are in Christ.

We do not serve to earn God's acceptance; we serve because we have already received it.
Represent Principle:

People should see the freedom of God's grace in us, not the burden of guilt.

2. Represent Through the Spirit

Romans 8:5-14

The Christian life is not self-improvement; it is Spirit-dependence.

The Holy Spirit shapes our thoughts, words, decisions, and character to reflect Jesus.
Represent Principle:

We cannot represent Jesus through willpower alone; we need the Spirit's power.



3. Represent with Hope

Romans 8:18-28

Paul acknowledges suffering but points to a greater reality: God is at work.
Even in hardship, believers can live with confidence and hope.

Represent Principle:

When we trust God through difficulties, we show the world what hope in Christ looks like.

4. Represent with Confidence

Romans 8:31-37

"We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us."
Our confidence is not in our strength but in Christ's victory.
Represent Principle:

We represent Jesus by remaining faithful, even when life is challenging.

5. Represent from Security

Romans 8:38-39

"Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God."

Because we are secure in God's love, we can live boldly, serve freely, and love generously.
Represent Principle:

The more secure we are in God's love, the more confidently we represent Jesus.

Conclusion

Romans 8 gives us four foundations for representing Jesus:
¢ No Condemnation - We are accepted.
o Walk by the Spirit — We are empowered.
e More Than Conquerors —We are victorious.

e No Separation - We are secure.



Real Talk

1. Which of the four truths in Romans 8 do you need most right now?
e No Condemnation
¢  Walk by the Spirit
e More Than Conquerors
e No Separation

Why does that truth resonate with your current season?

2. What is one area of your life where you find yourself relying on your own strength instead
of the Holy Spirit?

How might things look different if you intentionally surrendered that area to God this
week?

3. If someone observed your life this past week, what would they have learned about Jesus
from watching you?
What is one practical way you can represent Him more clearly in the week ahead?



