“Empowered to Represent”
Subtitle: From Upper Room to Every Nation

1. The Announcement of Pentecost — A Promise With Purpose
Acts 1:4-8
Jesus tells them:
“Wait for the promise of the Father...”
Before strategy, ministry, preaching, or expansion — they needed the Spirit.
Emphasize:

e Jesus did not tell them to “try harder.”

e He told them to wait for empowerment.

¢ Pentecost was intentional, not accidental.

e The Spiritis not an accessory to the Church; He is essential.
Link to John 16:7
Jesus said:
“Itis to your advantage that | go away...”

Why?
Because Jesus beside them would become the Spirit within them.

Representation requires empowerment.
We cannot represent a supernatural King with natural strength alone.

2. The Event of Pentecost — Heaven Invades Earth
Acts 2:1-4
Three powerful signs:

e Wind ~> Presence

e Fire » Purity and commissioning

e Tongues ~> Global mission

Pentecost reversed the confusion of Babel:
At Babel people were divided by language.
At Pentecost people heard the Gospel in their own language.

Emphasize:
The Spirit came publicly, visibly, and powerfully.

This was not merely personal renewal.
This was the birth of a withessing Church.

Acts 1:8



“You will receive power... and you will be my witnesses...

The Spirit did not come merely to make us inspired.
He came to make us witnesses.

3. The Reason for Pentecost — To Represent Jesus

“You will be My witnesses...”

The word witness is not just about speaking.
It means carrying evidence.

The Church became:

the hands of Jesus,

the voice of Jesus,

the compassion of Jesus,
the holiness of Jesus,

the mission of Jesus.

Tie into your term: “Represent”

We do not merely attend church.
We represent Christ:

in relationships,
in workplaces,
in holiness,

in justice,

in love,

in unity,

in boldness.

Acts 2 overflow:

The Spiritimmediately produced:

bold preaching,
repentance,
generosity,
fellowship,
prayer,

worship,

»



e unity.

A Spirit-filled church became a visible representation of Jesus.

4. The Overflow of Pentecost — Gifts and Fruit
1 Corinthians 12

The gifts of the Spirit are not spiritual trophies.
They are tools for representation.

Gifts reveal:

e God’s power,

e God’swisdom,

e (God’s compassion,

e God’s presence.
Important Balance
The Spirit produces:

e Gifts for ministry

e Fruit for character
Galatians 5:22-23

Without fruit, gifts become performance.
Without gifts, we may lack boldness and effectiveness.

The Holy Spirit makes the Church both:
e spiritually powerful,

e and spiritually mature.

5. Pentecost Led to Spirit-Led Discernment
Acts 15
This is such a powerful continuation.
The same Spirit who fell in Acts 2 guided the Church in Acts 15.
The Church faced:
e cultural tension,
e doctrinal conflict,
e questions about Gentiles,

e issues of identity and belonging.



Yet notice:

“For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us...” — Acts 15:28

Pentecost was not just emotional fire.
It became wisdom, discernment, unity, and mission.

Powerful emphasis:

A Spirit-filled church is not chaotic.
Itis Spirit-led.

The Spirit:

empowers witness,
forms community,
guides decisions,
protects unity,

expands mission.

6. Representing Jesus Today

Questions for application:

Are we depending on the Spirit or merely on talent?
Are we representing Jesus visibly?

Are we open to the gifts of the Spirit?

Are we bearing the fruit of the Spirit?

Are we discerning together with the Spirit?

Final Challenge

Pentecost is not merely a historical event to remember.
Itis a reality to live from.

The same Spirit:

still empowers,
still convicts,
still speaks,
still sends,

still fills,

still transforms.



