
Raw to Radiant: Refined in God’s Hands 

Key Scriptures 

• Malachi 3:3 — “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver…”  

• Isaiah 48:10 — “I have refined you… tested you in the furnace of affliction.”  

• Romans 12:1–2 — Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  

• Proverbs 27:17 — “As iron sharpens iron…”  

 

Introduction: The Two Glasses 

Two glasses can begin with the same basic material and go through the same heat, yet become 
completely different. 

The difference is often in what was added during the process. 

Some people carry things they never expected: 

• Unexpected responsibility  

• Pain  

• Loss  

• Pressure  

• Disappointment  

• Difficult seasons  

But what was added to your life did not make you weaker. 

It made you: 

• More sensitive  

• More compassionate  

• More dependent on God  

• More aware of His presence  

Key Thought 

The fire was not meant to destroy you — it was meant to shape you. 

 

  



Point 1: Refinement is Necessary 

Gold must go through fire. 
Diamonds are formed under pressure. 

God often uses: 

• Trials  

• Waiting seasons  

• Hardship  

• Uncertainty  

to reveal what He has already placed inside us. 

Isaiah 48:10 

“I have refined you… in the furnace of affliction.” 

Truth 

Refinement is painful, but it is purposeful. 

 

Point 2: Shaping Requires Surrender 

A diamond cannot shine without being cut. 
Gold cannot become beautiful jewellery without being melted and shaped. 

God shapes us by: 

• Removing pride  

• Building character  

• Teaching trust  

• Developing obedience  

Romans 12:1–2 

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” 

Reflection 

Sometimes we ask God for purpose, but resist the process. 

 

Point 3: Alone We Are Valuable, Together We Are Stronger 

A diamond is beautiful on its own. 
Gold is precious on its own. 

But together, they become something breathtaking. 

God did not design us to walk alone. 

  



Proverbs 27:17 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” 

We are called to: 

• Encourage one another  

• Pray for one another  

• Strengthen one another  

• Walk together in faith  

 

Women in Scripture: Refined Through Suffering 

Throughout the Bible, God used women who walked through hardship and refined them for 
purpose. 

Hannah — 1 Samuel 1:10–11 

Pain became the birthplace of purpose. 

Esther — Esther 4:14 

Her difficult position became her divine assignment. 

Woman with the Issue of Blood — Mark 5:25–34 

Years of suffering led to a life-changing encounter with Jesus. 

Samaritan Woman — John 4 

Brokenness became testimony. 

Mary Magdalene — John 20:16–18 

Restored by Jesus and entrusted with the message of resurrection. 

 

Women Mentioned by Paul 

The New Testament shows women actively serving and building the Church. 

Phoebe — Romans 16:1–2 

A faithful servant and trusted leader. 

Priscilla — Romans 16:3–5 

A teacher and co-worker in ministry. 

Junia — Romans 16:7 

Recognised among the apostles. 

Euodia & Syntyche — Philippians 4:2–3 

Women who contended for the Gospel. 

 



The Song of the Refined 

The wine glass carries resonance because of how it was shaped. 

In the same way: 

• Your story carries depth  

• Your scars carry testimony  

• Your process carries purpose  

 

Conclusion: From Raw to Radiant 

You may feel: 

• Pressured  

• Stretched  

• Refined  

• Still unfinished  

But God is still working. 

Philippians 1:6 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion…” 

God sees: 

• The raw beginning  

• The refining process  

• The radiant outcome  

 

Closing Declaration 

“We are chosen. 
We are refined. 
We are being shaped. 

And together, we are God’s beautiful creation — precious, purposeful, and radiant in His hands.” 

 


