Representing Christ in culture

Introduction

2 Corinthians 5:20 “We are therefore Christ’s AMBASSADORS, as though God were making

his appeal through us” (an official representative sent by a ruler/government or kingdom -

SPEAK and ACTS with the AUTHORITY of the one who sent them)

If we are to imitate / act on behalf of Jesus let us examine what society looked like when he
lived and how he interacted in that culture. The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and

John) provides the best eyewitness accounts of the actions of Jesus.

1 Political

» Roman occupation and rule maintained through military power. The Sanhedrin
(council or assembly) served as intermediary between Roman authorities and the
Jewish population.

» The High Priest was recognized by Rome as the highest Jewish leader. They could
oversee temple affairs, religious disputes and civil matters, but the final decision

was taken by Rome. Not all Jews recognized the Sanhedrin as their authority.

2 Economic

» Itwas an unequal society where a small elite of priest and rich landowners
controlled most of the wealth
» The Romans collected high taxes that the Jews resented

» Most people were farmers, laborers and fishermen

3 Religion

» The temple was the heart of religious life and featured in all the festivals
» The prominent religious groups were the Pharisees (strictly observed the Law and
oral traditions), Sadducees (temple leadership observed only the law) and Essenes

(lived isolated and ritual purity)



4 Social structures

» Strict hierarchy - men dominated
» Men held authority in public and family life
» Clear distinction between Jews and Gentiles (nations), rich and poor and clean and

unclean.
How did Jesus act in this culture?

Compassion (to be moved from the depth of ones being)

» Jesus consistently showed concern for the sick, poor, grieving and social outcast,
his compassion crossed social, ethnic, religious and moral boundaries

» Mark 1: 40-41- Healed a leaper and touched him (unclean)

» Luke 7:13 - Raised the widow of Nain’s son and restored him to his mother

» John 4 - Samaritan women at the well

Mercy (compassion for guilty people, people who failed, forgave and restore them

instead of what they deserve or expect). Mercy does not condone evil

» John 8: 1-11 - Jesus refuse to condemn the women caught in adultery, but still called
her to stop sinning

> Luke 19 - Zacchaeus the tax collector
Conclusion

Instead of mercy and compassion our societies are marked by hardened hearts. The Bible

describes this as a condition that resists God’s voice, truth, compassion or correction.

> Exodus 7: 13 “Pharoah’s heart became hard and he would not listen”

» lsaiah 6: 9-10 “The people’s hearts have become calloused and unresponsive to

God”

Ezekiel 36:26 “ | will give you a new heart and put a new spiritin you ; | will remove from you

your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh”.






